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In the tapestry of American education, Stephanie Fournet stands as a
towering figure, a beacon of inclusivity and a tireless champion of student
empowerment. Her unwavering commitment to ensuring that every child
has access to a quality education has transformed the lives of countless
individuals and left an indelible mark on the educational landscape.

Stephanie Fournet's story is a testament to the transformative power of
passion, perseverance, and a deep-seated belief in the potential of all
students. From her humble beginnings as a teacher in a New Orleans
public school, she has risen to become a nationally recognized leader in
education reform and an inspiration to educators across the country.

Early Life and Education: Nurturing a Love of Learning

Stephanie Fournet was born and raised in New Orleans, a city steeped in
culture and resilience. Her parents, educators themselves, instilled in her a
love of knowledge and a deep appreciation for the transformative power of
education.
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From an early age, Stephanie excelled academically, showing a particular
affinity for mathematics and science. She went on to attend Xavier
University of Louisiana, a historically Black university, where she earned a
bachelor's degree in mathematics with a minor in secondary education.

Teaching Career: A Passion for Empowering Students

After graduating from Xavier, Stephanie's passion for education led her to
the classroom, where she began her teaching career at George
Washington Carver High School in New Orleans. It was there that she
discovered her true calling: inspiring and empowering young minds.

Stephanie quickly became known for her engaging teaching style and her
ability to connect with students from all backgrounds. She believed that
every student had the potential to succeed, regardless of their
circumstances, and she was determined to provide them with the tools and
support they needed to reach their full potential.

Stephanie's dedication to her students extended beyond the classroom
walls. She volunteered countless hours mentoring students, organizing
after-school programs, and advocating for their needs.

Leadership Journey: Transforming Education through Collaboration

Stephanie's exemplary work as a teacher caught the attention of
educational leaders, who saw in her the potential to make a broader impact
on the field of education. In 1999, she was appointed as the principal of
Thomas Jefferson Middle School in New Orleans.

As principal, Stephanie led her school through a remarkable
transformation, creating a culture of collaboration, innovation, and high



expectations. She empowered teachers to develop creative and engaging
lesson plans, and she worked tirelessly to ensure that all students had
access to the resources and support they needed to succeed.

Stephanie's leadership extended beyond her own school. She became a
mentor to other principals and a sought-after speaker at educational
conferences, where she shared her insights on best practices and the
importance of creating inclusive and supportive learning environments.

Superintendent of New Orleans Public Schools: A Bold Vision for
Educational Equity

In 2011, Stephanie Fournet was appointed as the superintendent of New
Orleans Public Schools, a district that had long faced challenges and
disparities. Undeterred, she embarked on a bold mission to transform the
district into a national model for educational equity and excellence.

Stephanie's tenure as superintendent was marked by a series of innovative
reforms, including the implementation of a comprehensive early childhood
education program, the creation of new pathways to college and career
readiness, and the establishment of community schools that provided
wraparound services to students and families.

Under Stephanie's leadership, New Orleans Public Schools became a
national leader in graduation rates, ACT scores, and college enrollment.
The district also gained recognition for its focus on equity and its
commitment to closing the achievement gap between students from
different backgrounds.

Post-Superintendent Career: Continuing the Legacy of Educational
Excellence



After stepping down as superintendent in 2018, Stephanie Fournet
continued her tireless work in the field of education. She joined the faculty
of Harvard University, where she teaches courses on educational
leadership and equity. She also serves on the boards of several national
education organizations.

Stephanie Fournet's legacy as an educator and leader is one of
unwavering commitment to educational equity and student empowerment.
Her vision of a world where every child has the opportunity to succeed,
regardless of their background or circumstances, continues to inspire and
motivate educators and policymakers alike.

Through her tireless work, Stephanie Fournet has shattered barriers,
transformed lives, and left an enduring mark on American education. She
stands as a beacon of hope and a reminder that anything is possible with
passion, perseverance, and a deep belief in the power of education.

: An Unforgettable Legacy of Educational Impact

Stephanie Fournet's journey is a testament to the transformative power of a
dedicated educator. Her unwavering commitment to inclusivity, student
empowerment, and educational equity has left an indelible mark on the
lives of countless individuals and on the educational landscape as a whole.

As we celebrate her extraordinary career and legacy, let us draw inspiration
from her example and strive to create a world where every child has the
opportunity to reach their full potential and to achieve their dreams.

You First: A Guiding Principle for Educational Leaders



Throughout her career, Stephanie Fournet has consistently emphasized the
importance of putting students first. She believes that every educational
decision should be made with the best interests of students in mind.

The principle of "You First" guides Stephanie's approach to education
leadership. It means:

Prioritizing student learning and well-being above all else

Creating a culture of respect, collaboration, and high expectations

Empowering students and giving them a voice in their education

Ensuring that all students have access to the resources and support
they need to succeed

Advocating for policies and practices that promote educational equity
and access

By embracing the principle of "You First," educational leaders can create
schools and districts where every student has the opportunity to thrive and
reach their full potential.
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