
Truth and Post-Truth in Public Policy:
Elements in Public Policy
The concepts of truth and post-truth have become increasingly prominent
in public discourse in recent years. This is particularly the case in the
context of public policy, where the accuracy and reliability of information are
essential for effective decision-making. In this article, we will explore the
concepts of truth and post-truth in the context of public policy, examining
the elements that contribute to these phenomena and their implications for
policymakers.
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Truth in Public Policy

Truth is a fundamental element of public policy. It is the foundation for
sound decision-making and the basis for public trust. Truth in public policy
requires that the information used to inform decisions is accurate, reliable,
and unbiased. This includes data, research, and analysis, as well as the
statements and claims made by policymakers.
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There are a number of factors that can contribute to the erosion of truth in
public policy. These include:

The rise of misinformation and disinformation: The internet has
made it easier than ever for false and misleading information to spread
quickly and widely. This can make it difficult for policymakers to access
accurate information and can lead to decisions being made on the
basis of incorrect or incomplete information.

The decline of trust in institutions: Trust in institutions such as the
government, the media, and academia has declined in recent years.
This can make it difficult for policymakers to communicate the truth to
the public and can lead to a lack of public confidence in policy
decisions.

The politicization of truth: Truth has become increasingly politicized
in recent years. This means that different political parties and groups
often have different interpretations of the truth, and that the truth can
be used as a weapon to attack opponents.

Post-Truth in Public Policy

Post-truth is a term that has been used to describe a situation in which
objective facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than appeals to
emotion and personal belief. In the context of public policy, post-truth can
lead to decisions being made on the basis of emotion, ideology, or personal
preference, rather than on the basis of evidence and reason.

There are a number of factors that can contribute to the rise of post-truth in
public policy. These include:



The rise of social media: Social media has made it easier for people
to share their opinions and beliefs, regardless of whether they are
based on facts. This can create a sense of consensus around false or
misleading information, and can make it difficult for people to find
accurate information.

The decline of critical thinking: Critical thinking is the ability to
evaluate information and make judgments based on evidence and
reason. The decline of critical thinking can make it easier for people to
believe false or misleading information, and can make them more
susceptible to manipulation by political actors.

The rise of populism: Populism is a political ideology that appeals to
the common people and often rejects the established institutions and
elites. Populist leaders often use post-truth tactics to appeal to their
supporters and to undermine their opponents.

Implications for Policymakers

The rise of truth and post-truth in public policy has a number of implications
for policymakers. These include:

The need for greater transparency and accountability:
Policymakers need to be more transparent about the information they
are using to make decisions and be held accountable for the accuracy
and reliability of that information.

The need for more public education: Policymakers need to do more
to educate the public about the importance of truth and critical thinking.
This includes teaching people how to evaluate information and identify
false or misleading information.



The need for more collaboration: Policymakers need to work
together with other stakeholders, such as the media and civil society
organizations, to combat the spread of misinformation and
disinformation.

Truth and post-truth are complex and challenging issues that have a
significant impact on public policy. Policymakers need to be aware of the
factors that contribute to these phenomena and be prepared to take steps
to address them. By promoting truth and critical thinking, policymakers can
help to create a more informed and engaged public and improve the quality
of public policy.
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