
Tongue Drum: 30 Simple Songs All Over The
World for Beginners
to the Tongue Drum

The tongue drum, also known as a handpan, is a captivating percussion
instrument that has captured the hearts of musicians worldwide. With its
ethereal sound and intuitive playing style, the tongue drum offers a unique
musical experience for beginners and seasoned musicians alike. Whether
you're seeking relaxation, inspiration, or a joyful sonic adventure, the
tongue drum is a gateway to enchanting melodies and rhythmic
exploration.
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Getting Started with Tongue Drum Songs

Embarking on a musical journey with the tongue drum is an exciting
adventure. Here are a few tips to get you started:

Choose a song that resonates with you: Explore different songs
from around the world and select one that sparks your interest. This
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could be an African rhythm, an Asian melody, or anything that captures
your imagination.

Learn the basic notes: Familiarize yourself with the notes on your
tongue drum and their corresponding positions. This will help you
navigate the songs more easily.

Start slowly and gradually increase speed: As you practice, focus
on playing the notes accurately at a slow pace. Gradually increase
your speed as you become more comfortable with the song.

Experiment with different techniques: Don't be afraid to experiment
with different playing techniques, such as using your fingers, hands, or
mallets. Explore the various sounds and textures you can create on
the tongue drum.

30 Simple Tongue Drum Songs from Around the World

Now, let's embark on a musical journey around the world with these 30
simple tongue drum songs for beginners:

1. Africa

Mali: "Djembe Fola" (traditional)

Ghana: "Adowa" (traditional)

Nigeria: "Skelewu" (Davido)

2. Asia

India: "Raghupati Raghava Raja Ram" (traditional)

China: "Jasmine Flower" (traditional)



Japan: "Sakura" (traditional)

3. Europe

Ireland: "Danny Boy" (traditional)

Scotland: "Auld Lang Syne" (traditional)

France: "La Vie en Rose" (Édith Piaf)

4. North America

USA: "Amazing Grace" (traditional)

Canada: "The Maple Leaf Forever" (traditional)

Mexico: "Cielito Lindo" (traditional)

5. South America

Brazil: "Mas Que Nada" (Sérgio Mendes & Brasil '66)

Argentina: "La Cumparsita" (Gerardo Matos Rodríguez)

Peru: "El Cóndor Pasa" (Daniel Alomía Robles)

6. Oceania

Australia: "Waltzing Matilda" (traditional)

New Zealand: "Pokarekare Ana" (traditional)

Hawaii: "Aloha Oe" (Queen Lili'uokalani)
Tips for Enhancing Your Tongue Drum Playing

As you progress on your tongue drum journey, here are a few tips to
enhance your playing skills:



Practice regularly: Consistency is key to improving your tongue drum
skills. Set aside regular practice sessions to refine your technique and
expand your repertoire.

Listen attentively: Pay attention to the sounds you create on the
tongue drum. Notice the different tonalities, resonances, and rhythms.
This self-monitoring will help you develop a deeper understanding of
the instrument.

Connect with other musicians: Joining a tongue drum group or
connecting with other musicians can provide inspiration, support, and
opportunities for collaboration.

Explore different musical styles: Don't limit yourself to one genre.
Explore diverse musical styles to broaden your horizons and
incorporate new elements into your playing.

Have fun: Remember that playing the tongue drum should be an
enjoyable experience. Engage in the process with a playful and
curious mindset to maximize your musical growth.

Embracing the tongue drum is an invitation to a world of musical
exploration and personal expression. With its intuitive nature and
captivating sound, the tongue drum empowers beginners and experienced
musicians alike to create enchanting melodies and rhythms. Whether you
seek relaxation, inspiration, or a gateway to diverse musical traditions, the
tongue drum is a versatile instrument that will enrich your musical journey.

So, embark on this musical adventure with an open mind and a curious
spirit. Explore the songs presented in this guide and let the tongue drum
ignite your passion for music. Remember to practice consistently, connect



with other musicians, and most importantly, have fun! The world of tongue
drumming awaits your discovery.
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