Theatrical Makeup Basic Application
Techniques: A Comprehensive Guide

Theatrical makeup plays a crucial role in bringing characters to life on
stage, enhancing their physicality and expressing their emotions. Whether
you're a seasoned performer or just starting out on your theatrical journey,
mastering the basic application techniques is essential for creating
believable and impactful transformations.
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Step 1: Cleansing and Moisturizing
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Before applying makeup, it's important to prepare the skin by cleansing and
moisturizing. This will remove any dirt, oil, or makeup residue, ensuring a
smooth and even base for the makeup application. Use lukewarm water
and a gentle cleanser, then apply a moisturizer appropriate for your skin

type.

Step 2: Base Makeup
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The base makeup provides a foundation for the rest of the makeup and
helps even out the skin tone. Choose a foundation that matches your
natural skin color and finish, whether it's matte, dewy, or a combination.
Apply it evenly using a brush, sponge, or fingers, starting from the center of
the face and blending outwards.

Step 3: Color Correction
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Color correction involves using specific shades to neutralize unwanted

tones on the skin. For example, green is used to correct redness, yellow to
correct dark circles, and purple to correct yellow tones. Apply the color-
correcting products directly to the affected areas and blend them
thoroughly into the base makeup.

Step 4: Contouring and Highlighting
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Contouring and highlighting create the illusion of depth and dimension on
the face. Contouring involves using darker shades to recede certain areas,
such as the hollows of the cheeks and sides of the nose, while highlighting
involves using lighter shades to bring forward areas, such as the
cheekbones and brow bones. Use a contouring brush or sponge to blend
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the darker shades and a highlighting brush or sponge to blend the lighter
shades.

Step 5: Eye Makeup

Eye makeup can transform the eyes, emphasizing their shape and color.
Start with an eye primer to enhance longevity, then apply eyeshadow in the
desired shades. Use a variety of brushes to create different effects, such as
a flat brush for packing on color, a blending brush for creating smooth
transitions, and an angled brush for applying eyeliner. Finish with mascara
and false eyelashes if necessary.

Step 6: Lip Makeup
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Lip makeup adds color and definition to the lips. Start by lining the lips with
a lip liner to prevent bleeding and define their shape. Then, apply lipstick
using a brush or directly from the tube. For a more intense look, add a layer
of lip gloss.

Step 7: Finishing Touches
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Finishing touches complete the makeup application and ensure its

longevity. Apply blush to add a hint of color to the cheeks. Use a setting
spray to lock in the makeup and prevent smudging. For added
characterization, add special effects makeup, such as fake wounds or

scars.
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