
The Simple Cobler of Aggawam in America: A
17th-Century Puritan Perspective
The Simple Cobler of Aggawam in America, written by Nathaniel Ward, is a
17th-century Puritan text that provides a unique glimpse into the beliefs and
attitudes of the early American colonists.
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Ward, a minister who emigrated from England to Massachusetts in 1639,
wrote The Simple Cobler in response to the growing religious and political
tensions in the colony. The text is a series of essays that cover a wide
range of topics, including the proper role of government, the importance of
education, and the dangers of religious toleration.

Ward's writing is characterized by its wit, satire, and sharp wit. He is not
afraid to speak his mind, and he does not hesitate to criticize those who he
believes are leading the colony astray.
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For example, in his essay "Of Government," Ward argues that the best
form of government is a theocracy, in which the laws are based on the
Bible. He also criticizes the growing trend towards democracy, arguing that
it will lead to chaos and disorder.

In his essay "Of Education," Ward emphasizes the importance of education
for both boys and girls. He believes that education is essential for a well-
rounded individual, and he argues that it should be available to all,
regardless of their social status.

In his essay "Of Toleration," Ward argues against the growing movement
towards religious toleration. He believes that toleration will lead to the
downfall of the colony, and he calls for the persecution of those who hold
different religious beliefs.

The Simple Cobler of Aggawam in America is a fascinating and important
text that provides a valuable glimpse into the beliefs and attitudes of the
early American colonists. Ward's writing is a sharp and often biting critique
of the society in which he lived, and it offers a unique perspective on the
challenges and opportunities that faced the early settlers.

Themes

The Simple Cobler of Aggawam in America is a complex and nuanced text
that explores a wide range of themes. Some of the most important themes
include:

The importance of religion: Ward believes that religion is the
foundation of a good society. He argues that the laws of the colony



should be based on the Bible, and he calls for the persecution of those
who hold different religious beliefs.

The dangers of democracy: Ward believes that democracy is a
dangerous form of government that will lead to chaos and disorder. He
argues that the best form of government is a theocracy, in which the
laws are based on the Bible.

The importance of education: Ward believes that education is
essential for a well-rounded individual. He argues that education
should be available to all, regardless of their social status.

The dangers of religious toleration: Ward believes that religious
toleration will lead to the downfall of the colony. He argues that the
government should persecute those who hold different religious
beliefs.

These are just a few of the many themes that are explored in The Simple
Cobler of Aggawam in America. The text is a rich and complex work that
offers a unique perspective on the beliefs and attitudes of the early
American colonists.

Legacy

The Simple Cobler of Aggawam in America has had a significant impact on
American history and thought. The text has been used by historians to
understand the beliefs and attitudes of the early American colonists, and it
has been cited by both conservatives and liberals in debates over the role
of religion in society.

The text has also been praised for its literary merit. Ward's writing is witty,
satirical, and sharp-witted, and it has been compared to the work of



Jonathan Swift and Mark Twain.

The Simple Cobler of Aggawam in America is a valuable and important text
that offers a unique perspective on the beliefs and attitudes of the early
American colonists. The text is a complex and nuanced work that explores
a wide range of themes, and it has had a significant impact on American
history and thought.
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Celebrating Christmas Spirit with Angel Paws
Holiday
The Magic of Angel Paws Holiday Christmas is a season of giving and
joy, and the Angel Paws Holiday perfectly embodies the...
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