
The Lost Girls of Willowbrook: A Harrowing
Tale of Neglect and Abuse
In the rolling hills of Staten Island, New York, stood a dark and sinister
institution known as the Willowbrook State School. Opened in 1947,
Willowbrook was intended to provide care and education for children with
developmental disabilities. However, behind its imposing facade lay a world
of unspeakable horror and abuse.
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At its peak, Willowbrook housed over 6,000 children, many of whom were
orphans or from impoverished families. Overcrowding was rampant, with
children sleeping on mattresses on the floor and in hallways. The staff was
woefully understaffed and ill-equipped to handle the needs of the children.

As a result, children at Willowbrook were subjected to unimaginable neglect
and abuse. They were routinely beaten, sexually assaulted, and denied
basic medical care. The conditions were so deplorable that many children
died from preventable illnesses or injuries.
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One of the most notorious cases of abuse at Willowbrook involved a group
of young girls known as the "Lost Girls." These girls were developmentally
disabled and unable to speak or communicate effectively. They were often
left alone in a locked ward, where they were subjected to horrific sexual
abuse by staff members.

The Lost Girls were just a few of the thousands of children who suffered at
Willowbrook. The institution's cruelty and neglect were an open secret, but
for years, little was done to stop it. It wasn't until the 1970s, when a group
of investigative journalists exposed the horrors of Willowbrook, that public
outrage finally forced the state to take action.

In 1975, Willowbrook was closed down. Many of the children were
transferred to other institutions, but some of the Lost Girls were never
found. To this day, their whereabouts remain a mystery.

The story of the Lost Girls of Willowbrook is a harrowing reminder of the
horrors that can happen when vulnerable people are left in the care of
those who do not have their best interests at heart. It is a story that should
never be forgotten, and it serves as a reminder of the importance of fighting
for the rights of all people, regardless of their abilities.

The Fight for Justice

In the years since Willowbrook was closed, there has been a long and
ongoing fight for justice for the victims of abuse. In 1985, the state of New
York settled a class-action lawsuit filed on behalf of former Willowbrook
residents. The settlement provided compensation to the victims and
established a fund to provide services to people with developmental
disabilities.



However, many advocates believe that the state has not done enough to
make amends for the horrors of Willowbrook. They point to the fact that
many victims of abuse still live in poverty and have not received adequate
medical care or therapy. They also argue that the state has failed to hold
accountable the staff members who were responsible for the abuse.

In recent years, there has been a renewed push for justice for the Lost
Girls. In 2012, a group of former Willowbrook residents filed a lawsuit
against the state, seeking compensation for the sexual abuse they
suffered. The lawsuit is still pending, but it has brought new attention to the
case of the Lost Girls and the ongoing fight for justice.

The story of the Lost Girls of Willowbrook is a tragic one, but it is also a
story of hope. The survivors of Willowbrook have shown incredible
resilience and strength in the face of adversity. They have fought for justice
for themselves and for others, and they have helped to raise awareness of
the importance of protecting people with disabilities from abuse.
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