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Caligula, the third Roman emperor, reigned from 37 to 41 AD. His brief but
tumultuous reign was marked by cruelty, debauchery, and eccentricities
that have made him one of the most infamous figures in history.

Born Gaius Julius Caesar Germanicus in 12 AD, Caligula was the son of
Germanicus, a popular general, and Agrippina the Elder, a granddaughter
of Augustus. Caligula's father died when he was just seven, and his mother
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was exiled by Emperor Tiberius. Caligula and his siblings were raised by
their grandmother, Antonia Minor.

Caligula began his career as a military commander under Tiberius. He
distinguished himself in campaigns in Germany and Britain. In 37 AD,
Tiberius died and Caligula succeeded him as emperor. He was initially
popular with the people of Rome, but his behavior soon became
increasingly erratic and tyrannical.

Caligula was known for his cruelty. He had many people executed,
including members of his own family. He also enjoyed watching people
being tortured and killed. Caligula was also a notorious spendthrift. He
squandered the Roman treasury on lavish parties and building projects.

Caligula's debauchery was just as legendary as his cruelty. He had
numerous mistresses and was rumored to have slept with his own sisters.
He also organized orgies and other depraved events.

Caligula's eccentricities were no less bizarre. He appointed his horse,
Incitatus, to the position of consul. He also declared himself a god and
demanded that people worship him.

Caligula's reign of terror came to an end in 41 AD when he was
assassinated by the Praetorian Guard. He was succeeded by his uncle,
Claudius.

Caligula's legacy is one of tyranny and debauchery. He is remembered as
one of the most evil and depraved rulers in history. However, some
historians have argued that Caligula was actually mentally ill, and that his
behavior cannot be fully attributed to malice.



Regardless of the reason for his behavior, Caligula's reign was a dark
period in Roman history. He left a legacy of fear and oppression that would
haunt the empire for years to come.

Caligula was a complex and controversial figure. He was a brilliant military
commander who could also be incredibly cruel and depraved. His reign
was a brief but tumultuous period in Roman history that left a lasting legacy
of fear and oppression.

Caligula's life and legacy continue to fascinate people today. He is a
reminder of the dangers of unchecked power and the importance of holding
those in power accountable.
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