
The Land Breakers: A Novel of the American
Pioneers
By Donald Culross Peattie

The Land Breakers is a novel by Donald Culross Peattie that tells the story
of the American pioneers who settled the Midwest in the 19th century. The
novel follows the lives of several families as they travel west from New York
to Illinois, and their struggles to build a new life in the wilderness.
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The novel begins with the story of the MacDonalds, a Scottish family who
leaves their home in the Highlands to seek a new life in America. The
MacDonalds are joined by other families from Scotland, Ireland, and
Germany, and they all travel together to Illinois.

The journey west is long and difficult, and the families face many
challenges along the way. They must cross rivers and mountains, and they
must endure hunger and cold. But they are determined to reach their
destination, and they eventually arrive in Illinois.

In Illinois, the families begin to build a new life. They build homes, farms,
and schools. They also establish a community, and they help each other to
survive in the wilderness.

The Land Breakers is a story of courage, determination, and hope. It is a
story of the American pioneers who built this country, and it is a story that is
still relevant today.

The Characters
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The Land Breakers features a large cast of characters, each with their own
unique story. The novel follows the lives of several families as they travel
west from New York to Illinois, and their struggles to build a new life in the
wilderness.

The MacDonalds are a Scottish family who leaves their home in the
Highlands to seek a new life in America. The MacDonalds are joined by
other families from Scotland, Ireland, and Germany, and they all travel
together to Illinois.

The MacDonalds are led by their patriarch, Angus. Angus is a strong and
determined man, and he is determined to lead his family to a new life in
America. He is joined by his wife, Mary, and their children, Donald, Flora,
and Ian.

The MacDonalds are just one of the many families who travel west in The
Land Breakers. The novel also follows the lives of the O'Neills, an Irish
family, and the Schmidts, a German family. Each family has their own
unique story, and they all face their own challenges as they travel west.

The Setting

The Land Breakers is set in the American Midwest in the 19th century. The
novel follows the lives of several families as they travel west from New York
to Illinois, and their struggles to build a new life in the wilderness.

The Midwest in the 19th century was a vast and unforgiving land. The land
was covered in forests and prairies, and it was home to a variety of
animals, including bears, wolves, and buffalo.



The families who traveled west in The Land Breakers faced many
challenges. They had to cross rivers and mountains, and they had to
endure hunger and cold. But they were determined to reach their
destination, and they eventually arrived in Illinois.

The Themes

The Land Breakers is a novel about courage, determination, and hope. It is
a story of the American pioneers who built this country, and it is a story that
is still relevant today.

The novel explores the theme of courage. The families who traveled west
in The Land Breakers faced many challenges, but they never gave up.
They were determined to reach their destination, and they eventually
arrived in Illinois.

The novel also explores the theme of determination. The families who
traveled west in The Land Breakers were determined to build a new life for
themselves. They worked hard to clear the land, build homes, and establish
a community.

The novel also explores the theme of hope. The families who traveled west
in The Land Breakers had hope for a better future. They believed that they
could build a better life for themselves in America, and they were
determined to make their dreams a reality.

The Land Breakers is a classic novel of the American West.

The novel is a story of courage, determination, and hope. It is a story of the
American pioneers who built this country, and it is a story that is still
relevant today.



The Land Breakers is a must-read for anyone who is interested in American
history or the history of the American West.
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