The Great American Songbook: A Guide to the
Composers for Ukulele

The Great American Songbook is a collection of classic American songs
that have been performed by countless artists over the years. These songs
are often characterized by their simple melodies and poignant lyrics, and
they have become a beloved part of American culture. Many of the songs in
the Great American Songbook were written by a small group of composers,
who became known as the "Tin Pan Alley" composers. These composers
were responsible for penning some of the most beloved songs in American
history, including "God Bless America," "Over the Rainbow," and "White
Christmas."

If you're a ukulele player, then you'll be pleased to know that many of the
songs in the Great American Songbook are easy to play. In this guide, we'll
introduce you to the composers of these songs and show you how to play
them on the ukulele. We'll also provide you with some helpful tips and
resources for learning more about the Great American Songbook.
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The Composers of the Great American Songbook

The following are some of the most famous composers of the Great
American Songbook:

= Irving Berlin (1888-1989) - Berlin was one of the most prolific and
successful composers of the 20th century. He wrote over 1,500 songs,
including some of the most beloved standards in the Great American
Songbook, such as "God Bless America," "White Christmas," and
"Puttin’ on the Ritz."

= George Gershwin (1898-1937) - Gershwin was a brilliant composer
and pianist who wrote some of the most iconic songs of the Jazz Age.
His most famous songs include "Rhapsody in Blue," "l Got Rhythm,"
and "Summertime."

= Cole Porter (1891-1964) - Porter was a witty and sophisticated
songwriter who wrote some of the most memorable songs of the Great
American Songbook, such as "Night and Day," "Begin the Beguine,"
and "I've Got You Under My Skin."

= Richard Rodgers (1902-1979) - Rodgers was a prolific composer who
wrote some of the most beloved Broadway musicals of all time, such
as "Oklahomal," "South Pacific," and "The Sound of Music." He also
wrote many popular songs for the Great American Songbook, such as
"My Favorite Things," "The Surrey with the Fringe on Top," and "Blue
Moon."
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= Lorenz Hart (1895-1943) - Hart was a brilliant lyricist who collaborated
with Rodgers on many of the most famous songs in the Great
American Songbook. His lyrics were witty, sophisticated, and often
tinged with a touch of melancholy.

How to Play the Great American Songbook on Ukulele

Many of the songs in the Great American Songbook are easy to play on the
ukulele. The following are some tips for getting started:

= Choose a song that you like. It's important to choose a song that you
enjoy playing, so that you'll be more motivated to practice. There are
many great resources available online for finding ukulele arrangements
of popular songs.

= Learn the chords. Once you've chosen a song, you'll need to learn
the chords. The most common chords used in the Great American
Songbook are C, G, D, Am, and Em. There are many resources
available online and in books for learning ukulele chords.

= Practice your strumming. Strumming is an essential part of playing
the ukulele. There are many different strumming patterns that you can
use, so experiment until you find one that you like. There are many
resources available online and in books for learning ukulele strumming
patterns.

= Sing along! Once you've mastered the chords and strumming, you
can start singing along to the song. Singing and playing the ukulele
together is a great way to improve your skills and have fun.

Resources for Learning More About the Great American Songbook



There are many great resources available for learning more about the
Great American Songbook. The following are a few of our favorites:

= The Great American Songbook Foundation
(https://www.greatamericansongbook.org/) - This organization is
dedicated to preserving and promoting the Great American Songbook.
Their website has a wealth of information about the composers, songs,
and history of the Great American Songbook.

= The Library of Congress (htips://www.loc.gov/) - The Library of
Congress has a vast collection of materials related to the Great
American Songbook. Their website has a searchable database of
songs, recordings, and other materials.

= The American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers
(https://www.ascap.com/) - ASCAP is a membership organization that
represents composers, authors, and publishers of music. Their website
has a searchable database of songs, including many songs from the
Great American Songbook.

The Great American Songbook is a treasure trove of classic American
songs that have been enjoyed by generations of music lovers. If you're a
ukulele player, then we encourage you to explore the Great American
Songbook and learn how to play some of these timeless songs. You'll be
glad you did!
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