The Comprehensive Cockatiel Guide:
Breeding, Habitat, Habits, and Care

Cockatiels are beautiful and popular pet birds, known for their intelligence,
playfulness, and affectionate personalities. Whether you're a first-time bird
owner or an experienced aviculturist, this comprehensive guide will provide
you with all the information you need to successfully breed, care for, and
enjoy the company of these charming birds.

Breeding

Breeding Age and Season

Cockatiels typically reach sexual maturity at around 10 months of age. The
breeding season for cockatiels generally runs from September to March in
the Northern Hemisphere and from March to September in the Southern
Hemisphere.
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Choosing a Breeding Pair

When selecting a breeding pair, it's important to choose birds that are
healthy, active, and have complementary personalities. Avoid breeding
birds that are closely related to each other, as this can increase the risk of
genetic defects in the offspring.

Nesting Box

Cockatiels require a nesting box in order to breed. The nesting box should
be approximately 6 inches tall, 4 inches wide, and 6 inches deep. It should
be placed in a quiet and private location within the cage.

Eggs and Incubation

Cockatiels typically lay 4-6 eggs, which are incubated for around 21 days.
Both the male and female cockatiel will incubate the eggs, with the female
taking the majority of the nighttime shifts.

Hatchlings

Cockatiel chicks hatch blind and helpless. They are cared for by both
parents, who feed them regurgitated food and keep them warm.
Fledging

Cockatiel chicks begin to fledge at around 5 weeks of age. This means they
start to develop their flight feathers and learn to fly. They will typically
become independent of their parents at around 8-10 weeks of age.
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Habitat
Cage Size

Cockatiels need a spacious cage that provides them with plenty of room to
move around. The cage should be at least 24 inches long, 18 inches wide,
and 36 inches high.

Cage Setup

The cage should include a variety of perches of different sizes and
textures. Cockatiels also need plenty of toys to keep them entertained.
These toys can include mirrors, bells, swings, and chew toys.

Location

Cockatiels should be kept in a warm, draft-free location. The cage should
be placed at eye level so that the bird can interact with you.

Habits
Diet

Cockatiels are primarily seed eaters. Their diet should consist of a high-
quality seed mix that is specifically designed for cockatiels. You can also
offer your cockatiel fresh fruits and vegetables, such as apples, bananas,
carrots, and spinach.

Exercise

Cockatiels need regular exercise to stay healthy. You can provide your bird
with exercise by letting it out of the cage for supervised playtime. You can
also purchase a play stand that allows your bird to climb, jump, and flap its
wings.



Vocalizations

Cockatiels are known for their ability to vocalize. They can make a variety
of sounds, including whistles, clicks, and trills. Some cockatiels can even
learn to mimic words and phrases.

Feather Plucking

Feather plucking is a common problem in cockatiels. It can be caused by a
variety of factors, including stress, boredom, and nutritional deficiencies. If
your cockatiel is feather plucking, it's important to consult with a
veterinarian to rule out any underlying medical conditions.

Care

Grooming

Cockatiels need regular grooming to keep their feathers healthy. You can
groom your bird by gently brushing its feathers with a soft brush. You
should also trim your bird's nails and beak regularly.

Beak Care

Cockatiels' beaks grow continuously throughout their lives. It's important to
provide your bird with plenty of opportunities to chew on toys and other
objects to help keep its beak trimmed.

Toenail Care

Cockatiels' toenails can also grow too long. If your bird's toenails are too
long, they can become ingrown and cause pain. You can trim your bird's
toenails yourself using a sharp pair of scissors.

Vet Care



Cockatiels should see a veterinarian for regular checkups. These checkups
will help to ensure that your bird is healthy and free of disease. Your
veterinarian can also provide you with advice on diet, grooming, and other
aspects of cockatiel care.

Cockatiels are wonderful companion birds that can provide years of
enjoyment. By following the advice in this comprehensive guide, you can
provide your cockatiel with the best possible care and help it live a long and
healthy life.
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