Tab Notation and Chords: Fingerstyle vs.
Plectrum

Guitar is a versatile instrument that can be played in a variety of ways,
using different techniques to create different sounds. Two of the most
common guitar-playing techniques are fingerstyle and plectrum. Fingerstyle
involves using the fingers to pluck the strings, while plectrum involves using
a pick to strum the strings.
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Tab notation is a way of writing down music for the guitar. It uses numbers

Tab Notation

and symbols to represent the notes and chords that are played. Each string
on the guitar is represented by a line, and the numbers indicate which fret
on that string to play. For example, the number "5" on the third line
indicates that you should play the fifth fret on the third string.
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Tab notation can be used to write down music for both fingerstyle and
plectrum guitar playing. However, there are some differences in the way
that tab notation is used for each technique.

Fingerstyle Tab Notation

Fingerstyle tab notation typically uses a combination of numbers and
symbols to represent the notes and chords that are played. The numbers
indicate the frets on the guitar strings, and the symbols indicate the finger
or thumb that should be used to play the note or chord. For example, the
symbol "p" indicates that the note should be played with the thumb, and the
symbol "i" indicates that the note should be played with the index finger.

Fingerstyle tab notation can be used to write down music for a wide variety
of fingerstyle guitar techniques, including arpeggios, fingerpicking, and
slapping.

Plectrum Tab Notation

Plectrum tab notation typically uses only numbers to represent the notes
and chords that are played. The numbers indicate the frets on the guitar
strings, and there are no symbols to indicate the finger or thumb that
should be used to play the note or chord. This is because plectrum guitar
playing is typically done with a pick, which is held between the thumb and
index finger.

Plectrum tab notation can be used to write down music for a wide variety of
plectrum guitar techniques, including strumming, picking, and lead guitar.

Chords



Chords are a combination of two or more notes that are played together.
Chords are used to create harmony and rhythm in music. There are many
different types of chords, each with its own unique sound. Some of the
most common chords include major chords, minor chords, and seventh
chords.

Chords can be played using both fingerstyle and plectrum guitar playing
techniques. However, the way that chords are played can vary depending
on the technique that is being used.

Fingerstyle Chords

Fingerstyle chords are typically played using a combination of fingers and
thumbs. The fingers are used to pluck the strings, while the thumb is used
to fret the strings. Fingerstyle chords can be played in a variety of positions,
and they can be used to create a wide range of sounds. Some of the most
common fingerstyle chord voicings include open chords, barre chords, and
sus chords.

Plectrum Chords

Plectrum chords are typically played using a pick. The pick is held between
the thumb and index finger, and it is used to strum the strings. Plectrum
chords can be played in a variety of positions, and they can be used to
create a wide range of sounds. Some of the most common plectrum chord
voicings include open chords, power chords, and barre chords.

Tab notation and chords are two essential tools for learning how to play
guitar. Tab notation can be used to write down music for both fingerstyle
and plectrum guitar playing, and chords can be played using both
fingerstyle and plectrum techniques. By understanding how to read tab



notation and how to play chords, you can learn how to play a wide range of

guitar music.
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