
Other Desert Cities Play: A Journey of Family
Secrets and Political Intrigue
Other Desert Cities is a gripping and emotionally charged play that delves
into the depths of family dynamics, political turmoil, and the unyielding
pursuit of truth. Written by the acclaimed playwright Jon Robin Baitz, Other
Desert Cities premiered in 2011 and quickly gained recognition for its
powerful storytelling and thought-provoking themes. The play has received
numerous accolades, including the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and the Tony
Award for Best Play.

Other Desert Cities revolves around the Wyeth family, a prominent clan
living in Palm Springs, California. The play opens on Christmas Eve as
Brooke Wyeth, a young woman who has been living in New York City for
the past six years, returns home for the holidays. Soon after her arrival,
Brooke reveals to her family that she is writing a memoir about her late
brother, Trip, who died in a mysterious accident years earlier.

Brooke's decision to write about Trip sends shockwaves through the family.
Her parents, Lyman and Polly, are both well-known Republicans with deep-
rooted conservative values. They are horrified at the prospect of Brooke
exposing their family's dark secrets, which include Trip's drug addiction and
his involvement in radical left-wing politics. Brooke's brother, Silda, a
successful businessman and aspiring politician, is also vehemently
opposed to the memoir, fearing that it will damage his political ambitions.
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As Brooke presses ahead with her writing, tensions within the family
escalate. Old wounds are reopened, and long-held grudges are brought to
the surface. The truth about Trip's death and his true beliefs gradually
unravels, forcing the Wyeths to confront their own beliefs and the choices
they have made.

Other Desert Cities features a cast of richly drawn and complex characters
who drive the narrative forward. Brooke Wyeth is the play's protagonist, a
strong-willed and determined young woman who is determined to uncover
the truth about her brother's death. Despite her family's resistance, Brooke
remains steadfast in her pursuit of the past, even if it means exposing their
darkest secrets.

Lyman Wyeth, Brooke's father, is a retired diplomat and a staunch
conservative. He is a proud and honorable man, but his unwavering beliefs
often blind him to the pain he inflicts upon his family. Polly Wyeth, Brooke's
mother, is a former beauty queen who has sacrificed her own dreams and
aspirations to support her husband's political career. Despite her seemingly
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subservient nature, Polly possesses a quiet strength and a deep love for
her family.

Silda Wyeth, Brooke's younger brother, is a charismatic and ambitious
businessman. He is determined to follow in his father's footsteps and enter
the political arena. However, Silda's political ambitions are constantly at
odds with his desire to keep his family's secrets hidden.

Other notable characters in the play include Trip Wyeth, Brooke's deceased
brother, who is seen in flashbacks throughout the play; and Jill St. Claire, a
young journalist who helps Brooke with her research for the memoir.

Other Desert Cities explores a wide range of profound and provocative
themes, including:

Family Relationships: The play delves into the complex dynamics of
family relationships, examining the love, loyalty, and betrayal that can
exist within a family. It explores the ways in which families can both
support and伤害 each other, and the lasting impact that family secrets
can have on individuals.

Political Intrigue: The play also explores the murky world of politics,
exposing the manipulation and deception that can occur in the pursuit
of power. It raises questions about the lengths to which politicians and
their families will go to protect their reputations and advance their
agendas.

The Search for Truth: Other Desert Cities is a play about the
importance of truth, both personal and political. It asks whether the
truth is always worth knowing, and whether it is possible to find closure
in the face of tragedy.



Other Desert Cities has received widespread critical acclaim for its powerful
storytelling, thought-provoking themes, and compelling characters. It has
won numerous awards, including:

Pulitzer Prize for Drama (2012)

Tony Award for Best Play (2012)

Outer Critics Circle Award for Best Play (2012)

Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Play (2012)

Other Desert Cities is a must-see for theater enthusiasts and anyone
interested in the human condition. It is a powerful and thought-provoking
play that will stay with you long after you leave the theater. With its gripping
plot, compelling characters, and profound themes, Other Desert Cities is a
play that will resonate with audiences of all ages and backgrounds.
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