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I have been fortunate to have a long and fulfilling career in music. I have
performed with some of the world's greatest musicians, conducted major
orchestras, and taught at prestigious universities. I have also had the
privilege of meeting and working with some of the most influential people in
the world of music, including Leonard Bernstein, Mike Wallace, and many
others.

In this memoir, I share some of my most memorable experiences from my
life in music. I write about my early years as a piano prodigy, my studies at
the Juilliard School, and my first job as a conductor with the New York
Philharmonic. I also recount some of my most exciting performances,
including a concert with Leonard Bernstein at the White House and a
performance of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony with the Berlin Philharmonic.
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In addition to my musical experiences, I also share some of my personal
stories about the people I've met along the way. I write about my friendship
with Leonard Bernstein, my encounters with Mike Wallace, and my
experiences teaching at the Juilliard School. I also share some of my
thoughts on music and its power to change lives.

I hope you enjoy reading this memoir as much as I enjoyed writing it. I
believe that music has the power to bring people together and make the
world a better place. I am grateful for the opportunity to share my love of
music with others.

Chapter 1: Early Years

I was born in New York City in 1940. My parents were both musicians, and I
began playing the piano at the age of three. I quickly showed a talent for
music, and by the time I was eight, I was performing in public. I studied at
the Juilliard School from 1958 to 1962, and then I went on to pursue a
conducting career.

One of my most memorable experiences from my early years was
performing with Leonard Bernstein at the White House in 1961. I was just
21 years old at the time, and it was an incredible honor to play for the
President of the United States. Bernstein was a great conductor, and he
was also a very kind and generous person. He took me under his wing and
gave me a lot of valuable advice.
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Chapter 2: Conducting Career

I began my conducting career with the New York Philharmonic in 1965. I
was the youngest conductor ever to lead the orchestra, and I was very
proud of this accomplishment. I went on to conduct many other major
orchestras around the world, including the Boston Symphony Orchestra,
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and the London Symphony Orchestra.

One of my most exciting experiences as a conductor was performing
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony with the Berlin Philharmonic in 1989. This
was a very special performance for me, and I was honored to be able to
share it with the audience. The Ninth Symphony is a powerful and moving
work, and it was an incredible experience to conduct it with one of the
world's greatest orchestras.

Chapter 3: Personal Stories

In addition to my musical experiences, I also share some of my personal
stories in this memoir. I write about my friendship with Leonard Bernstein,
my encounters with Mike Wallace, and my experiences teaching at the
Juilliard School.

I first met Leonard Bernstein in 1958, when I was a student at the Juilliard
School. I was immediately drawn to his energy and passion for music.
Bernstein was a brilliant conductor, and he was also a very kind and
generous person. He took me under his wing and gave me a lot of valuable
advice.

I met Mike Wallace in 1968, when I was a guest on his television show, "60
Minutes." Wallace was a tough interviewer, but he was also a fair and
honest journalist. I enjoyed talking to him about music and other topics.



I began teaching at the Juilliard School in 1975. I have enjoyed teaching at
Juilliard, and I am proud to have helped many young musicians develop
their talents.

Chapter 4: Thoughts on Music

In the final chapter of my memoir, I share some of my thoughts on music
and its power to change lives. I believe that music is a universal language
that can bring people together. Music can also be a source of comfort and
inspiration. I am grateful for the opportunity to have shared my love of
music with others.

I believe that music has the power to make the world a better place. I hope
that this memoir will inspire others to pursue their dreams and to use their
talents to make a difference in the world.
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