
In the Boom Boom Room: A Play About the
Real-Life Scandal That Shocked New York City
In the Boom Boom Room is a play about the real-life scandal that shocked
New York City in the 1920s. The play follows the story of Texas Guinan, a
flamboyant nightclub owner who was accused of running a prostitution ring
out of her establishment.
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Guinan was a larger-than-life character who became known for her wild
parties and her association with gangsters and celebrities. She was also a
pioneer for women in business, and she became one of the most
successful nightclub owners in New York City.

The play follows Guinan's rise to fame and her eventual downfall. It is a
fascinating look at a forgotten chapter in New York City history, and it offers
a glimpse into the city's seedy underbelly during the Roaring Twenties.
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The Real-Life Scandal

The real-life scandal that inspired the play began in 1922, when Guinan
was arrested for running a prostitution ring out of her nightclub, the El Fey
Club. Guinan was acquitted of the charges, but the scandal damaged her
reputation and led to the closure of her nightclub.

The scandal was a major news story at the time, and it helped to fuel the
public's fascination with speakeasies and the illegal activities that took
place in them. It also led to a crackdown on speakeasies and other
establishments that were suspected of being involved in criminal activity.

The Play

The play In the Boom Boom Room was written by David Rabe and first
performed in 1984. The play is a fictionalized account of the real-life
scandal, and it follows Guinan's rise to fame and her eventual downfall.

The play has been praised for its strong characters and its evocative
depiction of the Roaring Twenties. It has been performed on Broadway and
in regional theaters around the world.

The Characters

The play features a cast of colorful characters, including:

Texas Guinan: A flamboyant nightclub owner who is accused of
running a prostitution ring out of her establishment.

Big Jim Colosimo: A powerful gangster who is Guinan's lover and
protector.



Arnold Rothstein: A notorious gambler and gangster who is involved
in Guinan's prostitution ring.

Babe Ruth: A famous baseball player who is a regular customer at
Guinan's nightclub.

F. Scott Fitzgerald: A famous author who is a friend of Guinan's.

The Themes

The play explores a number of themes, including:

The American Dream: Guinan's story is a rags-to-riches tale that
embodies the American Dream. She rises from poverty to become one
of the most successful nightclub owners in New York City.

The Roaring Twenties: The play is set during the Roaring Twenties, a
time of great economic prosperity and social change. Guinan's
nightclub is a symbol of the era's hedonism and excess.

The Corruption of Power: Guinan's success leads to her downfall.
She becomes corrupted by power and greed, and she ultimately loses
everything.

The Impact

The play In the Boom Boom Room has had a significant impact on
American culture. It has been performed on Broadway and in regional
theaters around the world, and it has been adapted into a film and a
television series.

The play has also been praised for its historical accuracy and its insights
into the Roaring Twenties. It is a valuable resource for anyone who wants



to learn more about this fascinating period in American history.

In the Boom Boom Room is a fascinating play about a forgotten chapter in
New York City history. It is a well-written and well-acted play that offers a
glimpse into the city's seedy underbelly during the Roaring Twenties.

The play is a reminder that even the most successful people can be
brought down by their own greed and corruption. It is also a reminder of the
importance of fighting for what you believe in, even when it is difficult.
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