
Horn Teaching at the Paris Conservatoire: A
Historical Retrospective from 1792 to 1903

The Conservatoire de Paris, founded in 1792, has been a leading institution
for musical education in France and beyond for over two centuries. Since
its inception, the Conservatoire has played a pivotal role in shaping the
development of horn playing and pedagogy in France and abroad. This
comprehensive article explores the history of horn teaching at the
Conservatoire from its early years to the early 20th century, shedding light
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on the significant figures, teaching methods, and developments that
shaped the horn's place within the Conservatory's curriculum.
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The Early Years: 1792-1836

The inclusion of the horn at the newly established Conservatoire in 1792
was a testament to the instrument's growing importance and recognition in
the French musical landscape. Dominique-Joseph Gebauer, a renowned
horn player and teacher, became the first professor of horn at the
institution. Gebauer's teaching focused on developing students' technical
skills, including proper breathing techniques, embouchure formation, and
fingerings. He also emphasized the importance of musical style and
expression, fostering a well-rounded approach to horn playing.

In 1802, François Domnich was appointed as professor of horn. Domnich,
a virtuoso performer and composer, brought a new level of technical
proficiency to the horn class. He developed innovative exercises and
etudes to improve students' range, agility, and endurance. Domnich's
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influence extended beyond the classroom, as he published numerous
pedagogical works that became widely used by horn players throughout
France and Europe.

The Romantic Era: 1836-1887

The Romantic era witnessed a significant shift in the horn's role in
orchestral and chamber music. Composers such as Berlioz, Wagner, and
Mendelssohn expanded the horn's expressive and technical capabilities,
requiring players with greater virtuosity and musical sensitivity. In response
to these developments, the Conservatoire introduced a series of reforms to
the horn curriculum.

In 1836, François Dauverné was appointed as professor of horn. Dauverné,
a gifted musician and pedagogue, raised the technical standards for horn
playing at the Conservatoire. He introduced new techniques, including the
use of the valve, which greatly expanded the horn's range and versatility.
Dauverné also emphasized the importance of musical interpretation,
encouraging his students to develop their own musical voices and styles.

During Dauverné's tenure, the Conservatoire established a separate class
for horn playing in 1842. This dedicated space allowed students to focus
exclusively on their horn studies, creating a more immersive learning
environment. The establishment of the horn class also signaled the growing
recognition of the horn's unique pedagogical needs and its importance
within the Conservatoire's curriculum.

The Late Romantic Era: 1887-1903

The late Romantic era saw a continuation of the trend towards increased
technical demands on horn players. Composers such as Strauss and



Mahler wrote increasingly complex and virtuosic passages for the horn,
requiring players with exceptional agility and accuracy.

In 1887, Paul Taffanel, a legendary horn player and conductor, was
appointed as professor of horn. Taffanel's teaching philosophy emphasized
the development of a wide range of technical skills, including lip slurs,
double and triple tonguing, and the ability to play in all registers with ease.
Taffanel also focused on developing his students' musicality, encouraging
them to cultivate their own unique sound and style.

Under Taffanel's guidance, the horn class at the Conservatoire reached a
new level of excellence. His students went on to become leading horn
players in major orchestras and chamber ensembles throughout the world,
leaving a lasting legacy on the art of horn playing.

The history of horn teaching at the Paris Conservatoire from 1792 to 1903
is a testament to the institution's unwavering commitment to the
development and advancement of horn playing. Through the contributions
of influential figures such as Gebauer, Domnich, Dauverné, and Taffanel,
the Conservatoire has played a pivotal role in shaping the horn's
pedagogical foundation in France and beyond.

The teaching methods and innovations developed at the Conservatoire
during this period laid the groundwork for modern horn teaching,
influencing generations of horn players worldwide. The Conservatoire's
legacy as a center of excellence for horn education continues to this day,
attracting students and aspiring horn players from around the globe.
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