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In a standards-based classroom, all students are expected to learn the
same content. However, this does not mean that all students learn in the
same way. Some students may need more support than others, while
others may be ready for more challenging material. Differentiated
instruction is a teaching approach that takes into account the individual
needs of students and provides them with the support and challenges they
need to succeed.

What is Differentiated Instruction?

Differentiated instruction is a teaching approach that tailors instruction to
the individual needs of students. It is based on the belief that all students
can learn, but they may need different ways to access and engage with the
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content. Differentiated instruction can be implemented in a variety of ways,
including:

= Flexible grouping
= Tiered instruction

= Individualized learning plans

Flexible Grouping

Flexible grouping is a strategy for differentiating instruction by grouping
students based on their learning needs. This can be done in a variety of
ways, such as by ability level, learning style, or interest. Flexible grouping
allows teachers to provide targeted instruction to each group of students,
ensuring that all students are getting the support and challenges they need.

For example, a teacher may group students who are struggling with a
particular concept together and provide them with additional support.
Alternatively, a teacher may group students who are ready for more
challenging material together and provide them with enrichment activities.

Tiered Instruction

Tiered instruction is a strategy for differentiating instruction by providing
students with different levels of support and challenge. This can be done by
creating different levels of assignments, activities, or assessments. Tiered
instruction allows teachers to meet the needs of all students, regardless of
their learning level.

For example, a teacher may create a tiered assignment that includes a
basic level, an intermediate level, and an advanced level. Students can



choose the level that is appropriate for their learning needs. Alternatively, a
teacher may create a tiered activity that includes different levels of difficulty.
Students can choose the level that is challenging but not too difficult.

Individualized Learning Plans

Individualized learning plans (ILPs) are a strategy for differentiating
instruction by creating a personalized learning plan for each student. ILPs
are based on the student's individual needs, strengths, and interests. They
include specific goals, objectives, and activities that are designed to help
the student succeed.

For example, a student who is struggling with a particular concept may
have an ILP that includes additional support and practice activities.
Alternatively, a student who is ready for more challenging material may
have an ILP that includes enrichment activities and independent projects.

Benefits of Differentiated Instruction
There are many benefits to differentiating instruction in the standards-
based classroom. Some of the benefits include:

= Increased student engagement

= |Improved student achievement

= Reduced student frustration

= Increased teacher effectiveness

Differentiated instruction is a powerful teaching approach that can help all
students succeed in the standards-based classroom. By taking into account



the individual needs of students, teachers can provide them with the
support and challenges they need to reach their full potential.

Resources
= Differentiated Instruction: A Guide for Teachers
= Designing for Differentiated Learning
=  What is Differentiated Instruction?
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