
George Washington and Benedict Arnold: A
Tale of Two Patriots

George Washington and Benedict Arnold were two of the most
prominent figures in the American Revolutionary War. Washington, of
course, went on to become the first president of the United States,
while Arnold became a traitor and fought against his former
countrymen. But their paths crossed in many ways during the war, and
their stories are intertwined.

Early Lives

George Washington was born in Virginia in 1732. He was the son of a
wealthy planter and received a good education. Arnold was born in
Connecticut in 1741. He was the son of a merchant and also received
a good education. Both men were ambitious and had a strong sense of
duty.
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Washington began his military career in the French and Indian War.
Arnold also served in the French and Indian War, but he did not see as
much action as Washington. However, both men gained valuable
experience during the war.

The American Revolution

When the American Revolution began in 1775, Washington was
appointed commander-in-chief of the Continental Army. Arnold was
also appointed a general in the Continental Army. Both men played
important roles in the war.

Washington's most famous victory was the Battle of Yorktown in 1781.
This victory effectively ended the war and led to the independence of
the United States. Arnold also played a key role in the Battle of
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Saratoga in 1777. This victory was a turning point in the war and
helped to convince France to enter the war on the side of the
Americans.

The Treason of Benedict Arnold

In 1780, Arnold was given command of West Point, a key American
fortification. However, Arnold had become disillusioned with the war
and began to plot to betray the Americans. He secretly contacted the
British and offered to surrender West Point to them.

Washington was unaware of Arnold's treachery. However, one of
Arnold's aides-de-camp, Major John André, was captured by the
Americans. André was carrying incriminating documents that proved
Arnold's guilt.

Washington was furious when he learned of Arnold's betrayal. He
ordered Arnold to be arrested, but Arnold escaped and fled to the
British. Arnold continued to fight against the Americans until the end of
the war.

Later Lives

After the war, Washington returned to Virginia and became a farmer.
He was elected president of the United States in 1789 and served two
terms. Arnold lived in exile in England until his death in 1801. He never
returned to the United States and died a bitter and disillusioned man.

George Washington and Benedict Arnold were two of the most
important figures in the American Revolutionary War. Washington was
a brilliant military leader who led the Americans to victory. Arnold was a
skilled general who betrayed his country. Their stories are a reminder
that even the most trusted individuals can sometimes turn against us.
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