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Comprehensive Guide to the First 315 Sight
Words and Dolch List for Reading Success
The journey to literacy begins with the acquisition of sight words, those
words that are instantly recognized without the need for sounding out.
These words form the foundation of reading fluency and comprehension,
unlocking the door to a world of knowledge and imagination.
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Among the most widely used sets of sight words are the Dolch List and the
first 315 sight words. These lists provide a solid foundation for early
readers, as they include the most frequently used words in English text.
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In 1936, Edward William Dolch compiled a list of 220 service words and 95
common nouns that make up approximately 50% of all printed text. These
words are considered the most essential for reading fluency, and they are
often the first words taught to beginning readers.

Dolch Service Words

a

about

all

am

an

and

are

as

at

away

be

been

but

by

came

can



did

do

does

done

for

from

get

got

had

has

have

he

her

him

his

how

I

if

in

is



it

its

like

little

look

made

make

many

me

more

my

no

not

now

of

off

oh

on

one

only



or

our

out

over

said

saw

say

see

she

so

some

something

sometimes

that

the

they

this

those

though

to



today

together

took

two

under

up

us

use

used

very

want

was

way

we

well

went

were

what

when

where



which

who

why

will

with

would

you

your

Dolch Nouns

after

again

air

animal

apple

baby

back

ball

bed

bell

bird



boat

bone

book

box

boy

bread

brother

building

butterfly

cake

car

cat

chair

chicken

child

children

chocolate

church

city

class



clock

clothes

cloud

coffee

color

comb

computer

cookie

cow

cup

daddy

day

desk

dog

dollar

doll

door

down

drawer

dress



drink

duck

ear

earth

egg

end

eye

face

family

father

feet
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