
Democracy in America: Alexis de
Tocqueville's Classic Work on American
Society
Alexis de Tocqueville's Democracy in America is a classic work of political
and social theory. First published in 1835, the book is a detailed and
insightful analysis of American society and its institutions. Tocqueville was a
French aristocrat who visited the United States in the 1830s, and his
observations on American democracy are both astute and prescient.
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Tocqueville was particularly struck by the egalitarian nature of American
society. He noted that in America, there were no formal barriers to social
mobility, and that even the poorest citizens had a chance to succeed. He
also praised the American system of government, which he saw as a model
of democracy that could be emulated by other countries.
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However, Tocqueville also saw some potential dangers in American
democracy. He worried that the egalitarian ethos could lead to a tyranny of
the majority, and that the American people were too easily swayed by
popular opinion. He also criticized the American education system, which
he felt did not adequately prepare citizens for the responsibilities of self-
government.

Despite these concerns, Tocqueville ultimately believed that America was a
model for the future of democracy. He saw that American democracy was
not perfect, but that it was a work in progress that had the potential to
achieve great things.

Democracy in America remains an essential work of political and social
theory today. It is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to understand
the history of American democracy, and it offers important insights into the
challenges and opportunities that face democracy in the 21st century.
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Tocqueville's Observations on American Society

Tocqueville was struck by the egalitarian nature of American society. He
noted that in America, there were no formal barriers to social mobility, and
that even the poorest citizens had a chance to succeed. He also praised



the American system of government, which he saw as a model of
democracy that could be emulated by other countries.

Tocqueville also observed that Americans were a highly religious people.
He believed that religion played an important role in American society, and
that it helped to promote social order and morality.

Tocqueville's Analysis of American Democracy

Tocqueville believed that the American system of government was a model
of democracy. He praised the American Constitution, which he saw as a
document that guaranteed the rights of all citizens.

Tocqueville also admired the American system of checks and balances. He
believed that this system prevented any one branch of government from
becoming too powerful.

Tocqueville's Concerns about American Democracy

Despite his admiration for American democracy, Tocqueville also saw some
potential dangers. He worried that the egalitarian ethos could lead to a
tyranny of the majority, and that the American people were too easily
swayed by popular opinion.

Tocqueville also criticized the American education system, which he felt did
not adequately prepare citizens for the responsibilities of self-government.

Tocqueville's Legacy

Alexis de Tocqueville's Democracy in America remains an essential work of
political and social theory. It is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to
understand the history of American democracy, and it offers important



insights into the challenges and opportunities that face democracy in the
21st century.

Tocqueville's work has been translated into more than 30 languages, and it
has been studied by scholars and statesmen around the world. His insights
into American democracy have helped to shape the way that we think
about democracy today.

Alexis de Tocqueville was a brilliant observer of American society, and his
work remains relevant today. Democracy in America is a must-read for
anyone who wants to understand the history and future of democracy.
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