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Quick Facts
= Born: c. 272 AD, Naissus, Moesia Superior (modern-day NiS, Serbia)
= Died: 22 May 337 AD, Nicomedia, Bithynia (modern-day izmit, Turkey)
= Reign: 306-337 AD

= Key Events:

= Battle of Milvian Bridge (312 AD)
= Edict of Milan (313 AD)
=  Council of Nicaea (325 AD)

= Foundation of Constantinople (330 AD)
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Constantine the Great, also known as Constantine |, was the first Christian
emperor of Rome. He reigned from 306 to 337 AD and played a pivotal role
in shaping the course of history. His military victories, religious policies, and
lasting legacy continue to resonate today.

In this article, we will delve into the fascinating life of Constantine the Great.
We will explore his rise to power, his military campaigns, his religious
reforms, and his enduring impact on Christianity and the Roman Empire.

Early Life and Rise to Power

Constantine was born in Naissus, Moesia Superior (modern-day Nis,
Serbia),in c. 272 AD. His father, Constantius Chlorus, was a general in the
Roman army and later became emperor in 305 AD. Constantine's mother,
Helena, was a devout Christian.

Constantine received a military education and served under his father in
Britain. In 306 AD, after the death of his father, Constantine was proclaimed
emperor by his troops. He faced several rivals for the throne, but emerged
victorious after a series of civil wars.

Military Victories and the Battle of Milvian Bridge

Constantine was a skilled military commander and won several decisive
victories in battle. In 312 AD, he faced his rival Maxentius at the Battle of
Milvian Bridge. According to legend, Constantine had a vision of a cross in
the sky, which he interpreted as a sign of divine favor. He ordered his
soldiers to paint the symbol of the cross on their shields and led them to
victory.



The Battle of Milvian Bridge was a turning point in Constantine's career. It
not only secured his control over the western Roman Empire, but also
marked the beginning of his support for Christianity.

Edict of Milan and Religious Tolerance

In 313 AD, Constantine issued the Edict of Milan, which granted religious
tolerance to Christians throughout the Roman Empire. This edict ended the
persecution of Christians and allowed them to practice their faith freely.

The Edict of Milan was a major turning point in the history of Christianity. It
marked the beginning of a new era of religious freedom and paved the way
for the eventual adoption of Christianity as the official religion of the Roman
Empire.

Council of Nicaea and the Arian Controversy

In 325 AD, Constantine convened the Council of Nicaea in an attempt to
resolve the Arian controversy, which was a major theological dispute within
the Christian church. The council condemned Arianism, which denied the
divinity of Christ, and established the Nicene Creed, which remains the
foundational statement of Christian belief.

The Council of Nicaea was a significant event in the history of Christianity.
It established the orthodoxy of the Christian faith and helped to unify the
church.

Foundation of Constantinople

In 330 AD, Constantine founded a new capital city on the site of the ancient
Greek city of Byzantium. The new city was named Constantinople, after



Constantine himself. Constantinople became the new capital of the Roman
Empire and remained so for over a thousand years.

The foundation of Constantinople was a major undertaking and a testament
to Constantine's vision and ambition. The city became a major center of
commerce, culture, and Christianity.

Legacy and Impact

Constantine the Great died in 337 AD, leaving behind a lasting legacy that
continues to resonate today. He was the first Christian emperor of Rome
and his policies had a profound impact on the development of Christianity.
He also played a major role in shaping the political and cultural landscape
of the Roman Empire.

Constantine's legacy is complex and multifaceted. He was a brilliant military
commander, a skilled politician, and a devout Christian. He was also
responsible for some of the most significant events in the history of
Christianity, including the Edict of Milan, the Council of Nicaea, and the
foundation of Constantinople.

Constantine the Great was a transformative figure who left a lasting mark
on the world. His reign marked a turning point in the history of Christianity
and the Roman Empire, and his legacy continues to be debated and
studied today.

Image Gallery



Headshot of Constantine the Great
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Depiction of the Battle of Milvian Bridge
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