
Agrarian Intellectuals and the Intended New
Deal: Yale Agrarian Studies Series
The New Deal, a series of programs and reforms enacted by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt in the 1930s to address the Great Depression, was
one of the most ambitious and far-reaching pieces of legislation in
American history. The New Deal had a profound impact on American
society, and its effects are still felt today.
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One of the most important aspects of the New Deal was its agricultural
policies. The Great Depression had devastated American farmers, and the
New Deal sought to help them recover. The New Deal's agricultural policies
were based on the ideas of agrarian intellectuals, a group of thinkers who
believed that the nation's economic problems were rooted in the decline of
rural America.
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Agrarian intellectuals argued that the nation's farmers were being exploited
by the industrialists and financiers who controlled the economy. They
believed that the government needed to intervene to protect farmers and to
help them regain their rightful place in American society.

The Yale Agrarian Studies Series was a group of influential essays written
by agrarian intellectuals that helped to shape the New Deal's agricultural
policies. The essays in the series argued that the nation's farmers were
facing a crisis and that the government needed to take action to help them.

The essays in the Yale Agrarian Studies Series had a profound impact on
the New Deal. They helped to convince President Roosevelt and other
policymakers that the nation's farmers were in need of help. The New
Deal's agricultural policies were based on the ideas of agrarian
intellectuals, and these policies helped to save American agriculture.

The Agrarian Crisis

The Great Depression was a devastating blow to American farmers. Farm
prices plummeted, and farmers were forced to sell their crops at a loss.
Many farmers lost their land, and those who were able to keep their farms
were often deeply in debt.

The agrarian crisis was caused by a number of factors, including the
decline of the world market for agricultural products, the mechanization of
agriculture, and the increasing concentration of agricultural production in
the hands of a few large farms.

The agrarian crisis had a profound impact on American society. It led to
widespread poverty and unemployment in rural areas. It also contributed to



the rise of social unrest, and it helped to fuel the growth of the populist
movement.

The Yale Agrarian Studies Series

The Yale Agrarian Studies Series was a group of influential essays written
by agrarian intellectuals that helped to shape the New Deal's agricultural
policies. The essays in the series argued that the nation's farmers were
facing a crisis and that the government needed to take action to help them.

The essays in the Yale Agrarian Studies Series were written by a group of
scholars at Yale University. The authors included Donald Davidson, Henry
Seidel Canby, John Crowe Ransom, and Robert Penn Warren.

The essays in the Yale Agrarian Studies Series argued that the nation's
farmers were being exploited by the industrialists and financiers who
controlled the economy. They believed that the government needed to
intervene to protect farmers and to help them regain their rightful place in
American society.

The essays in the Yale Agrarian Studies Series had a profound impact on
the New Deal. They helped to convince President Roosevelt and other
policymakers that the nation's farmers were in need of help. The New
Deal's agricultural policies were based on the ideas of agrarian
intellectuals, and these policies helped to save American agriculture.

The New Deal's Agricultural Policies

The New Deal's agricultural policies were designed to help farmers recover
from the Great Depression. The New Deal's agricultural policies included a



number of programs, such as the Agricultural Adjustment Act, the Soil
Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act, and the Farm Credit Act.

The Agricultural Adjustment Act was designed to raise farm prices by
reducing production. The Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act
was designed to help farmers conserve their soil and improve their land.
The Farm Credit Act was designed to provide farmers with access to credit.

The New Deal's agricultural policies were successful in helping farmers
recover from the Great Depression. Farm prices rose, and farmers were
able to reduce their debt and improve their standard of living. The New
Deal's agricultural policies also helped to conserve soil and improve the
environment.

The Legacy of the Yale Agrarian Studies Series

The Yale Agrarian Studies Series was a landmark publication in the history
of American agricultural thought. The essays in the series helped to shape
the New Deal's agricultural policies, and these policies helped to save
American agriculture.

The legacy of the Yale Agrarian Studies Series is still felt today. The essays
in the series continue to be read and studied by scholars and policymakers.
The series is a reminder of the importance of intellectual thought in shaping
public policy.
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